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THE NECESSITY FOR NEW AND HIGHER 


REVELATIONS, INSPIRATIONS, OR FORMS OF TRUTH, 
For the Benefit of Mankind at the Present Day. 


BY W. M. FERN ALD. 


Br the term Reyelation, 1 40 not mean any supernatural or 
miraculous communication from God to man, and hence, in 
* of the subject of this essay, I do not mean to exclude 

the consideration of those influxes of superior wiedorm from the 
Divine Mind, or from a higher sphere of human existence, 
which, in all ages almost, have characterized the minds of many 
men. Neither do I understand by any revelation 

which e with, any miraculous 
rn eee Sere: Lone pose to 
Ir at the present day, of a higher 
been generally promulgated, 
n N a. however, speak a little 
f rap a 2 I proceed to the con- 

j E 0 t acknowledge that the germs 
lant * in nearly every 

n of these that systems 
‘Christ revealed no new 
Pan all, even of his pre- 
then philosophers. This 
© eallightened . advocates of a 
s showed his wisdom i in select- 


n. He expanded into a Gets 
any who had lived before him, 

orals and religion. Vet, he did 
nature of God, or the fact of 
at universe, or the organization 
that Jesus showed his dignity 

and gave a collateral proof of his 
i, b not stopping to reason at all on these 
the 8 foresaw its triumph, and 
r teachers, simply and majestically 
ower to work its way in the world. 
. of his inspiration been 
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cant fact! If, in the age of C hrist, or in any gn bse quent age, 
an inspiration addressed to the moral intuitions, to the per- 
ceptions and feelings of man, wae most suited, thin ig an age 
which most certainly de mands s higher influx of divine truth. 
There are men now, and their name jz leg gion—novle minded, 
spiritual] me n, both in this country and on the other side of the 
ae who are the growth and development of a long 
course of nature, who have grown up to the comprehension of all 
the arguments and appeals which have hitherto been generally 
offered for the proof of the high fact in our spiritual being, and 
in the Divine Mind, and in Nature; and who now have facul- 
ties running out altogether beyond these, seeking for more light, 
with reason stretched to ite utmost tension, with ite piercing eye 
directed to the center and source of all truth; and while many 
have caught its glimpses and shimmered in the morning light, 
some have arisen to a high point of observation and discovery, 
and many, very many,are yet sighing in darkness; for, by their 
growth and interior expansion, even the light that was in them 
has become darkness, and they are ready to despair Let us 
thank God, then, that a great Light has arisen. And in the 
circumstances in which we now find ourselves placed, let us see 
the first necessity of mew and higher inspirations. 

I have written thus much, as naturally flowing from our sub- 
ject, of the nature and comparative value of the various inspira- 
tions. This is not said at all in disparagement of Jesus, but only 
to show that while he did not attempt to philosophize on the high 
truths of God, Nature, Immortality, and the Organization of 
Society, that power which can do this forcibly and convincingly, 
must justly be allowed a higher inspiration in this respect. 
Jesus stands at the head of the human race, in morals and re- 
ligion. We know not, but that if he had chosen to exercise his 
powers, he might have given us information with respect to these 
other things. But he did not, and he did not attempt it. So we 
must look to new sources. And here, while we may not expect 
the revelation of scarcely any new principlas or laws in the human 
mind, or in nature, because, as before said, the germs or princi- 
ples of all truths are implanted by nature in nearly every human 
spirit, yet, for a structure of divine truth—for a system or embody- 
ment, based upon these foundation principles in nature—in short, 
for a sublime expansion of the principles of humanity, and a 
combination of all the laws, and of numberlees facts in nature, 
into a system of beautiful, harmonious, and most elevating truth, 
we may look to these sources, and from them expect new forms 
of truth. And this is what I mean by forms of truth, in distinc- 
Shall I now pass, then, to the con- 
n of the necessity, at the present day, of a higher form 
than any which has been generally promulgated, even 
is fan nations? 

iay seë this necessity first, in the want of a true idea of 
importance of this is surely manifest. A true idea 
Goc * the basis of all our reasoning on nature, morals, and 
gion. Without this, we cannot proceed a single step, ‘with 

tyor profit. But, alas! on this subject—this great First 
, and almost universally, are most miserably 
lle know not God, and so far as any just conception 
t eand mode of existalion! is concerned —his connection 
or the Universe of material things, we may almost 
em that they are “mithout God in the world” Vet 
oo by this to assert that the mass of mankind, 
lians, have no correct idea of the attributes of 
his Power, Wisdom, Goodness, Justice, Mercy 
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Nane n, J owishs | need not be named, for all who read this know of its appearance. 


and Truth, They have these ideas, both in Ch 
Mohammedan, and Pagan lands, more or less perfect as seen 


through their own cultivated minds, through Nature, or i gr“ 
But I speak of the nature Worthy saying. In accordance with it we wil] proceed. We 


symboled forth by an idol or a fetich, 


of God as connected with the universe—of his mode of existence, | say, 
which has hitherto been thought to be a mystery unapproacha- | or the moral sentiments. 
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“ Any theory, hypothesis, philosophy, sect, creed, or institution, that 
fears investigation, openly manifests ts own error” A true and 


the reason demands its hold on God as well as the affections, 
And it demands it, too, as to the na- 


ble by man, and any attempt at which would be almost sacrilege, | ‘ure and mode of his existence, and his Connexion with the uni- 


Some of our best and most spiritual theologieal writers have 
intimated with prophetic truthfulness, that perhaps, in the 
course of human progress, the connection of God with Nature 
would be found to be more intimate than we then had any idea 
of. And some who have risen up ag on angel Wings, to the very 
threshold, almost, of the Divine Presence, and have contemplated 
Him in his vast extent and intimate relation with this Universe 
of Being, have been frighted away, or attempted to be frighted, 
by the cold charge of Pantheism or Materialism, Pitiful spee- 
taele of poor human nature! Men call for inspiration—for in- 
spiration from God, and when they get it, they call it the chill- 
ness of Atheism. The reason is,“ they know not God, but have 


become vain in their imagination, and their foolish heart is | 


darkened. And they have changed the glory of the incorrupti- 
ble God, into an image made like to eorruptible man, and to 
birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” 
For, behold the verity of this apostle’s affirmation! Men are 
striving to conceive of a Being which they call God, which 
exists separate from, or independent of, Nature. They call this 
Being a Spirit, And the definition which they give of Spirit is 
such as to defy all our thoughts to catch the idea, or to give it 
any possible shape or reality. It is, in fact, the definition of 
$ nee If we were to set ourselves at work, to define the 

rm Nothing, we could hardly frame a better definition than 
it which the Metaphysicians give of Spirit. It is said to be 
bstande or essence without form, parts, extension, or divisi- 

And how much more, it is needless to state. Now, this 

he definition of just nothing at all, if we except the term 
nce or essence. And as these terms are included in the 
nd as they mean something, we might pronounce this 
the common idea of Spirit—to be an attempt 
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hin, to nothing to deprive it of all form, parts, 
yhich is utterly to annihilate it. And thus this 
tends. It leaves us utterly in the dark as to 
Being is, or how he operates in Nature, and 
object of our most intense concern—the ground 
jpes—the basis of religion, and of the highest trust 
ess in man. I need not say that the Bible gives us 
fon this subject, nor pretends to but very little, which 
as t en obscured in Stygian darkness by the ignorance 
Mnbelief of men. 
Whe ve, then, shall we look? I affirm, and that boldly, 
at we feel here the necessity of new and higher inspirations, 
) preserve our faith, and to answer the continued calls of nature 
or higher and still higher truth, as the soul progresses. For, 
Will it be contended for a moment, that the reason does not de- 
nand its hold on God, as well as the affections that one part 
of our nature, and that one of the very highest parts, must suffer 
d languish and die out in unbelief, while the other, a subor- 
ate, or at least, a blinder part, is alone satisfied and filled? 
Let it not be said here, that there is enough to satisfy the e 
som in the multiform designs and adaptations in Natur 
that we attempt to go further than this, an . 
dom God exists, or how he is connected with 
striving for knowledge beyond our reach, a 


verse of material things. And without this knowledge, there is 
nothing left for such minds but utter and appalling unbelief. 
This must be the ultimate of such a withholding of knowledge 
as has been referred to. Urter and appalling unbelief! And it 
has already settled down upon some minds, and is fast settling 
upon many more, With a wail of desolation and a blackness of dark- 
ness Which are the legitimate results of veing “ without God, and 
without hope in the world.” 

Here, then, is the necessity for new and higher revelations. 
We need them to preserve faith, to nourish, increase, and ele- 
vate a true piety, to beget trust, to raise the hopes, and to estab- 
lish on an everlasting foundation, the comfort and happiness of 
mankind. Thank God, the sources of this faith and joy are 
now in the world! I need not say that I make special allusion 
to the Book of which this Periodical is an out-birth, nor do I 
mean to exclude in the consideration of this subject, the reveal- 
ings of those other spirits who, from time to time have received 
interior illumination, and have blessed the world with their 
light. I would make particular mention of Swedenborg, with 
whom our author most agrees in spirit and profundity, from 
whom, however, he differs in many striking particulars. There 
are others who have also received interior light, whose names 
need not be mentioned. But of Mr. Davis we cannot properly 
speak ; and we approach him with an awe and veneration, not 
for any thing which, in the common use of language, „% can be 
said to have revealed, for—sacredness of mystery! łe knew not 
of a single thought he uttered, when brought from the magnetic 
sleep, until he read it in the manuseripts which contained the 
matter of his own dictation ! Certainly, we honor the man who 
has been selected by Divine Wisdom for the medium of such a 
gift to the world, and in this, undoubtedly, his true honor is 
vindicated. It rests on an immortal and imperishable basis. 
While, therefore, we claim for others a very high share in the 
spiritual enlightenment of mankind, and acknowledge the same 
principles in the main, even with regard to the nature of God 
and the mode of his existence, the development of the material 
universe, the fact of immortality, and the organization of society 
—the same principles, I say, to have been conceived of and 
taught by others, yet, as a whole—for a sublime expansion or 
development of truth from these principles, inwrought with 
numberless facts in nature, we do give Mr. Davis, or the power 
that wrought through him, the preeminence, for his Book is un- 
equalled in the world. No doubt, it hasits errors, but it contains 
the most truth. I say not this in disparagement of the Bible. 
That venerable Book contains the life and character of Jesus 


Christ. And as a teacher and an actor of absolute religion and 


morality, he stands sublimely alone, unrivalled, unmatched. 
His honors none have shared, for he stood alone amidst error 
and wickedness and darkness almost palpable, original, and sub- 
limely perfect, But he undertook not the things which have 
no 3 attempted, and it is not dishonoring him to ascribe 
ot rs which he never claimed nor tried. On the con- 
„ he would be dishonored by withholding this praise. He 
aught us to render unto all their dues. Andin the myste- 

Sook which is now presented to the world, we find that 
1 is justly entitled to the name—“ Revelations.” It is, at 


of a revelation as any which the world has ever 
nd in this we find our present necessities supplied. 
true idea of God which, so fully expanded, 
k for in any other Book, and which comes to 
reasoning believer as a gush of waters in the dry 
od of inspiration—as rays of light from the great i 
life and love and joy, for which the highest 
e most expansive gratitude are too feeble to 
the praise. But as it is the design of this essay 
of the necessity of new and higher inspirations, and not 
t at re have them, I must here conclude this part of 
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my auhjoot by A yetarence to the gront volume before ua, aa 
one capagious Mountain for the supply ef thia, the sonla inorens. 
tag demand 
| pane to tho acond grand division of my eubjoet, It ia that 
Wo may find the necoaaity for new and higher forme of teuth, in 
the confused and imperfect notions whioh prevail on the pubs 
ject of the Creation, or the development of the material universe, 
and the powers, laws, and operations therein, "Prue, in this, as 
in ‘Theology, many vory yiontifia worka may be found, whieh 
embody the principles and many ofthe Mota, whioh contribute to 
the structure of that farm of truth whieh is new presented in 
this Book, But where shall wo And its equal, ox any thing like 
ita equal, in comprehension of principle, in graspot thought, in ox» 
tent of analogy, oy in powor of gonaralisation 7? Not if we seareh 
the whole oarth through. There was one book* whieh made ita 
ApPpoaranoo—the production of a mind singularly endowed with 
Wisdom, which sowered fay up into a gorroet theory of the unf, 
verse of things, pervaded with a ploty which would have dona 
honor oven tò Jesus himsell, whioh yet, for its transcendent 
Theiam, and for its profound insight into the philosophy of Na 
ture, Incurred for its author Che graceloss charge of Atheism, 
and tor itself, tho usual ridienle of gentlemen of the pross, and 
of the pulpit, It stands however, in this respect, nent to the 
Book in consideration, But it is as a stay te the Pall meridian 
sun, Where else shall we look? Seareh through all scienco, 
and you shall not find such am embodyment ef trath—such a 
theory of the material universe as Is eomprehended here, The 
principles you may find, but not the form and splendid structure 
ofthe truth, It is too much, 1 allow, for most minds to compre- 
hend, but it is nevertheless comprehonsible, and of a most on- 


ing and expansive tendency to tlre mind. And there is a 
ase for ths. No 


hing tends so to enlarge the powers nnd 
n of. the mind, & dl to elevate it to a true commu- 
of Ikure— with the Great Positive 

Creation before us. 
ep and operation of 
y imagine that God oron- 
‘place, and that suddenand 
is, animals, and man, have 
Tapsing time. This comes 
theology. It never oc- 
at if God ereated matter out of 
is own energy in any way, in n 
independent of the universe 
ô that he caused 
5 a Dan a contradiction, 
here we are led to the contemplation 
der form of truth, to be seen in tho 
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banda of the clergy and thoir theology, hava folt thin difioulty, 

and ao have resolved the matter into two pringiplos, Spiwit wed 
Matter, or God and Matter, whieh, they my, have oxinbod from 
eternity But when asked to define thin spirit, they And it im» 
Dosaible to do it without making matter or #ubwtnnoo of it, and 
then the diMoulty ia to recongile sme matters, or iwo principles 
originaly and eternally existing, #0 an to pronorvo what ia un 

doubtedly n gront truthe«the oxintence of One Infinite and Etor- 
nal Intelligence the Great iret Cause of all worlds and beings 
thereupon..whose attributes are Infinite Power, Wisdom, ¢ ood- 
nosan, Just ie, Morey and ‘Truth, Now, thia thing Mr. Davis 
or the power of operating through him, has done, I only state 
tho ditioultyent do not attempt here to solve ita it falle in with 
my design to tront of the necessity of higher inspirations, and not 
to repout What ia so inimitably related in this highly inapirod 
volume, y 

Supernatvuratian, | say, ia out off at ita fountain-head, Cod 
cannot work n mipacle, if by auch miracle we are to understand 
a violation of any law of Nature, a suspension of any law, or the 
introduction of any new law. Laay, God cannot work n miracle, 
for this would be te eontradict himself, Fov, consider: Tale the 
attribute of Eternal Truth, or the lam of eternal truth What 
would be n miraéle with regard to this law ? Nothing losa than 
an untruth, or a falaeheod, Now, the Bible saya, © it ia impos: 
ble for Chad to lie? 
miracle in regard to Chis lew, 
tion, What would be a miracle in reference to this? 
stone should remain suspended in mid air, and not fall to the 
earth, But such an obstruction of this law for one moment would 
dorange the whole universe, But it may be said that God may 
do it in a particular instance, and confined to a particular le 
oality, for important purposes, I say, this cannot be conceived 
of. This law pervades all bodies throughout space, ‘Touch it 
any where=-intormeddle with it at any one point in the universe, 
and, do you not see, it would require a universal, all-pervading 
miracle to preserve its operation every where else? The miracle, 
then, must be as wide as the universe, in order to perform one 
at any one point. This forecloses the supposition of a Zorel 
miracle, It must be universal, or nothing. ‘The reader will see 
that the latter conclusion is the true one, Besides, what is 
truth? There is moral truth, and physical truth, ‘Truth is 
rectitude. ‘There is truth in Gravitation aa well as in Morals 
And so long as “it is impossible for God to lie,” so long is if 
impossible for God to work a miracle anywhere. 

I know it is sometimes said——“ Cannot God, who is the Author 
and Creator of these laws of Nature, control or suspend them 
at pleasure?” As though laws of Nature were over created! 
The faot is, these laws of Nature can only be conceived of as 
the thoughts of God, or the willof God, And God is unehange 
able! and miracles cannot be, 

These things, | say, are folp difficulties in all reasoning minds 
And they show the necessity of some form of truth to scatter 
our doubts and preserve our faith, It applies again to the com- 
mon theory of Inspiration, ‘This is the recognition of a miracle 
Men believe the Bible because they think it is supernaturally 
inspired, Of course, if there can be no miracles, thre onn be 
no supernatural inspiration, But is the Bible not true? It 
contains the highest moral and religious truth, in principle, that 
can be found in the world, That venerable Book has only boon 


lt js impossible, then, for God to work & 
gain, take the law of Gravita 
That & 


able to live through all the opposition and thick darkness 


-eonturies of time, by the living, immortal truth which 
And it is the ‘rw’ contained in it that has per 
it all the errors and cnormities, especially in the 
in the New Testament. But mon have doubts 
and froo minds cannot believe in miracles, 
its supernatural inspiration, and having 
t there is no other ground for faith and hope, 
become infidels,” and groped in despair. 

© is this question, which, with the Bible, has never bon 
torily answered, and never can be, It relates to the Ook 


9 but 


Jee Ao of tho manusori pts, or to What ia termed the “€ 


Tt in well known that there were soo ws 
presented their oluima to be the “ genuine 
Qy’ benden those which wore adopted us such by the 


> 


D * 
sad: THE UNIVERCŒLUM AND 
various uncl w which ` were — i that purpose. Now, rial resurrection never took piace. 
what authority had those Catholic bishops, and others who may | Counted for on the principle t 4 the _—, ed, pye co ogi vical 
4 have eng in this work, for deciding the — ge of our | spiritual body of Christ, wh ich a at his death, as will * 
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The story of it may be ag 


thers the case with us * according 


y to ie course of nature, made jt, 
Present to be the genuine word of God, a 


ae oth ie an ife th 
Ys mei. à e j * hie disci es, ant les n 
or, if there were others which we have lost from the enone, | appearance to some of his disclp™” * See trang dat: 
Sie ha |: 8 hat in their ignorance t id not dis 
for this subject is all involved in obscurity- What s rity had interior vision, and that in their 1g” hey athe: tin 
a. | a 22 had y Ind thé nater ole 
any to be the inspired word of God, in dis- guish between this spiritual body a * 


of others ? All Protestant sects ac! Which was crucified And thi on N . 5 pii 
—— 2 no — il au- | resurrection But of this, the w rid Las tt! it] he 
the exercise of their own natural judgements. | chief argument for human immortalit 
| last, at the Couneils of resurrection of Chris mater! 

Councils; and whether it of course, has no weight in mar 
by ayes and nays, | absurdity; and with many mor 
formance; and whether | dence, it may ri re. be said 
result of a short | lieve,” than that they actually pi 

§ in any num- | shaken through all the assaults of pticism, in 80 high and 
consent through an | glorious a truth With many of the ratior stic] ty hris- 
re * these Ways; one tians, it has long been nature, reason, the si ` litions al 
id Our present collection aspirations, which have formed the only basi : 


her manuscripts which And this, it must be confessed, is no weak and 
— must have | sufficient for a high and noble faith. Differing, however 
indeed, all | degrees of strength, according to the natural! constit ns of 


* rnatural | men, 
rejected say | But what 
why may not we | reasoning 


all, compared with what ought to possess every 
liberated mind? I now allude againt he argu- 


Or, 1 ment of Mr. Davis, for the establishment of this truth on an 
t is ; then destructible and imperishable basis. Swedenborg has deliv- 
di * t! is not? ered a similar argument, though not so clear and forcible, and 


g nearer the time, or mixed th many heterogeneous and chimerical notions. Of 


ters n ó the pure principle | course, I cannot here state the argument, as it would require 
j * this question is | more than the space of this whole article, besides being foreign 
1 heologians to my design, which is only to show the necessity of higher reve- 
ade more. | lations, inspirations, and formations of truth. Suffice it to say 

stacto that it is an argumeut based on the constitution and tendency 
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— y matter. It is, however, one that can be felt rather than deserib 

pe 1 with a most mighty and insinuating force through all 
out number.. The the channels and interstices of the soul. It has had a peculiar 

nity feel 2 effect on my own mind—one which I would not part with for a 

ze particularly of worldly possessions. I can truly say, in the strengt! und con- 

* — and | viction of such an argument 

I Say this from ab- €I feel my immortality o’er-sweep 

their doubts, and All pains, all groans, all griefs, all fears, and peal, 

id for them. But Like the eternal thunders of the deep, 

round of prudence. Into mine ears, this truth—THoU Liv’sT FOR EVER 


d for thistruth, And I may add to this conviction, that I see the truth also, as in 


no other argument, an actual, a natural, and a tangible thing 


It is no wonder men have not been able to believe iu the immor- 
tality and identity of Nothing; for the definition of a soul, sc 


far as it has been attempted, has been next to nothing, personi- 
fied. A mist of theology—a bubble of air—a phantasm of th 
imagination, of which one might say, as of the ghost in Ham! 
-| when he would strike at it, 

“It is here! it is here! it is gone !” 
Thank God for a better light and a more tan gible'reality He 
many thousands must arise from the pages of this Book and this 


———— who have been groping in darkness, and feel. 
ties hte jing er where it was 1 — nature 


us in the faith of 
10 the Vs good. 


again, I do a exalt this — of tnt h to the 
en the many noble minds who have lived and 
— own atmosphere, and drank in ins piration 
; but I must accord to this oath, that which 
the ‘Souls necessity, and give it new 
greater or less abundan ce. according 
receive it. A 
e fourth and last divisio 


y subject 
her * as reg 


reanization of 
h this whole 
ighest degree, 
t ita is not a new subject with 
Asso How many spirits, sickening 
Ea — society, where the poor are 


unequal ae, * talent is misplaced; the no- 
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bility of nature thrust inte ob BO and buried in the 174 j 7 A 
ility of eourity and b grave of | Voices from the Mountain 
bodily toil, just for that bod, yae sbeistence inferior minda, hy | 20 ; ee 
dint of mere circumstance wealth or rank, elevated to super 10 
re ci ice, weal ; superior | KA ou L 
places; wickedners thriving and fattening on the spoils of the | a l FIND. 
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simple, and virtue and integrity pining iu garrets and hovelg; | EY 4 J -DA vig. 


boys and giris, men and women, imprisoned and destroyed for | ms a i 
1 ? i 4 EIEN DEHIF for Humanity- An tarnest devire for the re 


crimes for which society is most to blame; innocence driven to | f f} Í 
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prostitution by the hase injustice of the governing powers, to | ent and expansion of human Love, and for the freenee 
z E - y 2 : 4 5 F . 4 land gr ot 4 iade r yey > ¢ + 2 
procure 4 living which is worse than death; even love sold; and growth of human isdom—moves me to utterance. Phig 


the whole of society existing in antagoniem and disorder ;—oh ! | friendship is not of * birth ; * was in moren in the de 
how many have sighed over this prospect of corrupted and gunk- | ments of my being ; d my constitution has developed its 
en and deranged hum anity, and sought for some remedy to re- strength and preserved Its integrity. It acknowledges no time 
stort the order and the harmony of e! Now, if the prin- | vr space, for beth are lost in ite already eternal life, and in 
ciple of association is the true one, which it undoubtedly is, then | ite far-reaching enen Thus it hag grown high wide 

is a law based in Nature, and must be found and int or | and strong; and 2 I seek an introduction to. ond 6 
ted there. And many spirits of a noble make and heaven-ward l more intimate acquaintance with. thie world of lite and change 
aiming, have sought found at the true sources. Among | joy and sorrow, error and truth. „T and harmony. ği 
these Charles Fourier stands at the head. He sought out — Like all men, I Jive in, and speak from, the interior, or the 


mony inthe fields of mighty spaee—in the worlds and systems | world of causes, to the exterior, or the world of effects. Yet 
which compose one universe, and heapplied les which | state ad 
state is unlike that of some men; for I fee) 2 closer relation t 
be there found, to the little 2 of e dwellers F 1 AAE “ 
‘ a peculiar mental state or hich it ie my present in- 
on this planet. If harmony on earth- | tention to naturalize and 1 or cavdead 
ir among the worlds, it could are all the ee —— 


| misinterpet, is manifestly w er The reader wil) 


Progression | 
£ be watchful for the detection of error, if error there be. and for 


reserved for a higher power ide nie ` 

i 1 quiet humb phen. recognition of truth, if truth there be, and thus proceed un- 
E dingly 

er- * 3 é 

— Innumerable combinations of matter are prepared to develop 

| ahd complete the human organization. A vast congregation 


the pow- | 
e reagon- | Spiritual forces act upon and elaborate this matter according te 
is theory of the universe—of | their own specific pur] pose and form of action. And the ele- 
3 Se the whole to the | ments of . like those of all other things, manifest specific 
inhabitants of this our | ter adencies to advance, in regular series, to the development of 
into higher and still | a perfect unity. Therefore there are successive and complete 
ness. I need y | systems in man’s physical plan—and correspondingly in his men- 
lor if there is any tal structure. Thus we have the osseous, which consists of the 
1 | bone; the cartilaginous, which unites each joint; ; the glandular, 
disease which procreates and performs all — the muscular, 
Aud many have felt that | which serves. to: ‘promet > , j 
a hat between the ont- | paren serves aa pr ete and govern locomotio pha nervous, 
t „working and heaving | | which conveys impressions to, and mandates ateg from, the brain ; the 
i nigh destroyed—and | vascular, which embraces the arteries and veins; and the cellu- 
os of existing things, | lar tissues which penetrate, mediate; clothe and connect the whole. 
— good, to bless | Each one considered by itself, is perfect; but considered in re- 
) justice, and a lation to others, each forms only a part, and is imperfeet. There 
aot: I feel that it is also a mutual confidence in each other's in tegrity, and a mutual 
that amid the multi- | dependence upon each other’s just discharge of office 
dand contributed for this | Moreover, each lower, and the lowest system, is subservient 
ble pretensions, sur- | and subject to the government of each higher and the highest— 
the world scarcely | insomuch that there is by mutual consent, a constant reception ` 
spoken, and whom 1 and impartation of influence and power. yu 
heke and shun—that one, To consider man in relation to his form, is our next object. 
h dium of this rich “in Man is endowed with power to love, or desire, to perceive and 
lous as it may now appear, conceive, to compare and decide, to will and to act. His love, 
1 nn or desiring power, diffuses an influence throughout the count- 
less avenues of his being. Its influence before birth is upon the 
osseous and kindred substances, and is only manifested in per- 
| forming the functions of creative motion. But immediately a 
r the fulfilment of its mission in this department, it ascends 
a evelopment of higher systemş—the muscles, nerves, k 
tissues—and thus becomes life. Furthermore, 
„ motion and life ascend and diffuse themselves upon 
ing membrane, and become creative sens 
ishes a more intimate connection in 
pects him with matter out of hir and 
— or executive power, has endless ways and 
has his wisdom innumerable modes and 
— 
it is orari apa matter — ss body, is not 
ated by, but is at all times under the actual al gov 
itual oneness, which is The Mar, ix 
es, and corresponds to, the vast p Be — 
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which is enlivened, actuated, and governed by a Supreme Spirit- 
ual Mover the Father. 

There is an infinite variety of men. Impressed on every 
man, more or less, are the peculiar characteristics of his imme- 
diate progenitors. Thus each mati has certain apparently fixed 
pre-dispositions which incline him to the identical pursuits and 
habits of thought, and give him all the strongly marked charac- 
teristics, for which his parents were distinguished. Circumstan- 
ees of birth, society, and culture, are no less engaged in forming, 
deforming, or reforming the man; yet, running through all 
these, can be seen the direction and peculiarity of hereditary 
character. And to whatever direction this may tend, that way 
will each power and faculty incline, and thus go on to some ex- 
treme point, where a complete phenomenon will be present- 
ed. In some instances we find the barren idiot; in others, the 
fertile philosopher. Hence we have had, and 8 now, men 
celebrated for almost stupendous talents in certain Meli nik; 
such as mechanics, mathematics, poetry, astronomy, and general 
_ philosophy. 

‘ When we read or hear of men having any of these powers re- 
» markably developed, or witness them in their moments of mani- 
fiestation, we are impressed to refer them to supernatural agen- 
deies. But when we search deeper, they declare themselves as 

0 merely out-births and legitimate consequences of causes dis- 

inctly obvious. j 

We have thus briefiy viewed man’s material structure, its 

Particular self-dependence, its entire subjection to the internal 

po principle, the mutual relationship of its various parts, —and his 

Spiritual attributes, in this his first and Rupmentat STATE. 

Me come now to consider man in another, and higher condi- 
ion, viz: the Sympathetic or Somnambulic. Numerous, indeed, 

she causes that may be engaged in producing this elevation. 

e body and mind may be constitutionally inclined to enter 

or, long continued. corporeal disturbances may render the 

$ system highly susceptible to foreign or mental influen- 

and these when actively engaged while the system is in a 

worable state of health and temperature, will terminate in pro- 

fing double consciousness. Disease has, not unfrequently, 
fined and subtilized the body to such a dici that individuals 
re bad Protracted visions and trances. And sometimes, a 
impl sident or injury has resulted in the production of the 
me — In fact anything, whether constitutional or 
eidental, tending to refine and spiritualize the organization, or 
to improve the habits, the manners and life, may be instrumen- 
tal in the production of Somnambulism. 

In this state, the body is partially under the control of the 

d, and partially subject to the direction of surrounding in- 

ces. If mostly controlled by the mind, the constitutional 

2 isposition will be exhibited. The person may present as- 

$ 3 developments of physical and mental powers, such as 
‘he may be distinguished for while in the ordinary state, or new 
faculties may manifest themselves. Generally the person will 

* * out he 4 ape inclination differently and with greater 

circumstances ; for to them and 

— be attributed the numerous mo- 

e peculiar state supposed. But, 

y by surrounding influénces, 

er laugh, configurate his body, 

— omania. At such times the 

r — predominating impressions 

ntly evince a consciousness of all 

is, and desires. 

1 accidental causes be not adequate 

st — a repeated in- 

n will produce the requisite degree of 

onsequently the Somnambulic state. 

ire and intention between the per- 
their mental structures must ` 

id negative poles. Then a spiritual 
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galvanic action will ensue. The negative body will yield; ang 
a channel of communicatin will be opened between them, a, 
between two persons conversing through the mediums of hear. 
ing and speech. The agent by which this has been frequently 
accomplished, has been called Animal Magnetism; but I feel 
impressed to consider it a spiritual intercourse through the or. 
ganism, resulting in a definition of relative physical powers 
and mental capacity. 

Another class of results frequently follows this condition, 
Having his spiritual perceptions enlarged and improved, the 
individual can read another’s memory; can relate circumstan. 
ces of youth, describe distant scenes, revive, and clothe in beauti. 
ful language half-remembered thoughts and long-cherished 
opinions entertained by those in his immediate presence. He 
can, also, speak of and describe absent friends, whether in or 
out of the body, in proportion to that accuracy with which they 
are defined and represented in the memory; and sometimes he dan 
give philosophic and scientific dissertations. In truth, the sub. 
ject can separate or combine every thought or predilection per- 
vading the mental atmosphere of the room occupied. Indeed, 
well-attested instances are recorded in which the semi-clairvoy- 
ant employed Latin, Greek and Hebrew words, and even passa- 
ges, with perfect ease and correctness, concerning which, in his 
natural state, he had no knowledge. Ask persons in this state 
respecting disease, and they will describe and confirm the 
patient’s pre-impressions ;—differing only in the selection of 
terms and diction, which is customary with individuals in all 
conditions. Ask them to reveal their source of information, and 
they will refer to spiritual influx, prophetic power, complicated 
mediums of sight, tales of ancient marvels, and all manner of 
consistent and inconsistent explanations will be given. In 
most cases, however, the subject will repeat acquired opinions, 
or those unconsciously entertained by the operator or assem- 
blage. And while these explanations are being given, the sim- 
ple causes of the phenomena escape the perceptions of men, and 
long investigations are required to disrobe the occurrences of 
the false facts and principles with which they become clothed. 

Manifestations while in this state are dissimilar, according to 
surrounding and invisible causes; and whether truths or falsi- 
ties are uttered, no practitioner is authorized to claim for his 
subject a vision independent of his own, or of contiguous minds 
and influences,—for this is the Transition State, through 
which the mind must pass to attain a clearer discernment, a 
greater capacity, anda higher elevation. 

The independent or clairvoyant state is seldom attained. Those 
causes which produce diversities of form, mind and talent, in the 
“rudimental’ and “transition” states, must all be favorable to 
its development. Peculiar mental and physical qualifications 
are indispensable. An easy, healthy mind; simple and correct 
habits of diet ; a calm, growing knowledge of, and confidence in, 
God; a desire for refinement and goodness; a clear perception 
and full appreciation and practice of benevolence and justice ; 
and a desire for spiritual association, are necessary qualifications 
to enable one to mount this mental eminence. And as circum- 
stances of birth, society, education, temperament, organization 
and habits are, in most cases unfavorable, but few individuals 
gain this position. Indeed, it has been intimated that but one in 
seventy-five million of the earth’s inhabitants are capable at one 
time of entering this state. And sound, authorative reason 
every where concedes the point that it is a condition in which 
many prophets, poets,and philosophers were while communicating 
truths, principles and prophecies far in advance of their age and 
education. 

There are two sets of chugag engaged in the production of 
clairvoyance : 

1. That of submitting to congenial and frequent manipulations. 
This tends to tranquillize and concentrate the mind ; also renders 
it susceptible of gentle influences through the organization. In 
this case, the body is held to life by the operator, of whose 
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active body it then becomes a passive member; and the spirit js 
held to its form by sensation, which at other times connects it with 
objects of the external world, And, with this transferration of 
the perceptive medium, the external memory is closed, and the 
internal opened, whereby the individual can, from time to time, 
remember all things heard and seen while im, but not out of that 
condition. 

2. After being rendered ¿žus susceptible, then, as in the other 
case, if immediate conditions are favorable—the state of the 
mind, health, and atmosphere—the body will yield to temporary 
death, and the spirit will dwell in a world of causes. In this 
ease, the spirit resides, transitionally, in and out of the form, at 
the same time. And, in consequence of this intercourse between 
Sensation and thought, between the body and mind, the interior 
glides into external memory; wherefore the individual can re- 
collect when owt, What was felt, seen and heard while in the 
state. 

In the ordinary condition, the spirit is compelled to remain 
in, and see from, its bodily location; but, in the state now de- 
scribed, the spirit is empowered to make voyages of discovery, 
and go where desire, impregnated with good and truth, may 
create a central attraction. As this state is the highest, and 
comprehends all below it, it should be called the SUPERIOR CON- 
pition ; for the terms “normal,” „abnormal, “ mesmerism,” 
“magnetism,” “ pathetism,” “ somnambulism,” “sympathy,” and 
“clairvoyance,” are indefinite, as well as insignificant of the 

_ various states of mind they are used to represent. The reader 

5 is requested to remember this classification, as I feel impressed to 

agg no other in subsequent articles. 

The 2 in the “ superior condition,” is not influenced by 

yuire ideas and prejudices. Like a man in the 

g and inquiring, the spirit goes forth in 

esires may be gratified. The veal 


f useful ;—denouncing and 
, unfounded j--suggesting 


el after or define the producing 
e characterizing isolated cases, in- 
en once attained, is in all cases 


his condition. The simplicity 


n. Its ce vin doubt, 
mo scientific and philoso. 
at once a condensation and 
ained truth. 
h by. produced i in illustration 
views; but we must pass them 


sions: 


the second, are the sympathetic and magnetic subjects of com- 
binations of circumstances in the outer-world, even so is the 
mind acted upon magnetically, sympathetically and spiritually 
by a combination of circumstances, and spirits that were once 
men, in the interior or spirit world. The interior influences by 
which the mind, while in the superior condition, is held in 
sympa thy, and is constantly magnetized, are free, pure and 
spiritual. 

And again we are led to conclude: 

I. That, as all things in each department act with, for, and 
upon each other, the term ‘independence’ is insignificant, and 
as there are diver ‘sities of constitution,“ so there are diversities” 
(as says a well-known writer,) “ of gifts, and diversities of opera- 
tions,” (or causes and results,) and that all are, in some degree, 

susceptible of, and developed toward, the superior condition. 

II. That as tea medatorial state isa passive one, sotruths or fal- 
sities in that state, may be uttered; and that, consequently, K to 
one is given the word of knowledge,” (or acquired opinions ;) 
“to another divers kinds of tongues,” as active surrounding 
influences may determine, hence that their sayings have no 
weight or importance. 

III. That, as the superior condition is a developement of every 
spiritual power, the subjugation of every animal propensity, 
and the bringing of the veal man into immediate conjunction 
with spirits, causes and principles, we may rely upon the affir- 
mation that, “to one is given the word of wisdom, (or intuition ;) 
to another, the gift of healing ; to another, prophesy ; to another, 
the discerning of spirits; to another, the interpretation of tongues,” 
and therefore, that the disclosures of this state have great 
weight, and demand serious and deep consideration. 

Now, in order to explain why I feel a closer relation to an 
interior state or medium than some, I will introduce a brief 
history of my experience. 

While in the normal or ‘rudimental state,’ a series of events 
transpired which enabled me to make a speedy passage up to 
and through the transition state, into the first stage of the su- 
perior condition. At this point I remained many months, dur- 
ing which time anatomy, physiology, and pathology, as sub- 
servient to the healing of disease, engaged my entire attention. 
When out of the state, I was totally ignorant of all this, and 
could not remember any thing I had perceived or uttered. I 
passed this point, November 28th, 1845, and began dictating a 
series of Lectures now before the world. While these lectures 
were being delivered. the body was influenced by a second per- 
son, (as described in No. 1,) but when they were completed, I 
was greatly fatigued and prostrated. I removed from the city, 
and existing relations, to the village of Pougkeepsie, for the 
purpose of having former vigorousness restored. After a few 
weeks, another revolution carried me to the point, (described in 
No. 2,) which was the beginning of my present illumination. I 
‘experienced a peculiar mental condition, for the first time since 
1843, on the sixteenth of May, 1847, and its cause, object and 
sensations I will now relate. 

A friend, in whose house I then, and am now boarding, was 


suffering with a functional disease of the stomach, throat, and 


ead. All remedies and treatments which had been, and were 
ie employed, proved ineffectual; and my knowledge of dis- 


e — — out of the state, was too limited to enable 


ford any relief. Still I earnestly desired to assist her. 
se — days this desire increased. So things continued 
8 of the day before mentioned, when I was. 
om slumber by a succession of slight, rapid shocks. 
mellow, penetrating light immediately succeeded them, 
from, and encompassing my brain. I became calm 
deeply interested. At thismoment, the patient 
ymemory. Being anxious to test this mental 
d to desire an examination of the patient’s con- 
instantly darted in the direction where she 
ed through each intervening substance, viz., two 
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walls and a floor; and I beheld the ‘patient's system, ite situa- 
tion, motions ond present symptoms, and was instantly impress- 
ed with appropriate treatment and medicine. Now the light 
grew dim, contracted, returned and retired within me. 

Sleeping in an adjoining bed was a gentleman, (Mr. S. S. 
Laphim,) who made, and is ready to repeat, the following 
statement :—‘ I happened to be awake when Mr. D. sprang 
from his bed and glided past the table and chairs to his book- 
case, It was totally dark, and I could not see, but I heard him 
unlock the case, take out paper, and write with astonishing ra- 
pidity. In afew minutes, he ceased writing, and returned to 
his bed; I heard him breathe with manifest exertion a few times, 
as is the case when after being magnetized he is restored to the 
ordinary state.” 

Of what is here stated, I had no recollection. But when 
consciousness returned, I opened my eyes and saw the gentle- 
man with a lamp, by the desk, reading. On inquiring his ob- 
ject, he read me & description of, and prescription for, the pa- 
tient, whieh I recollected then, and continue to even to this 
day. It was 20 minutes past 3 o’clock in the morning. Since 

that period 1 have entered, and can still enter, that condition, 
when health, frame of mind, object and atmosphere are all fa- 

N — with astonishing quickness; and thus occurrences of 

_ greater interest have daily taken place. I have been enabled 
to familiarize my mind with truths, sciences, principles, and 
4 vik spiritual phenomena, through this medium: without it I am 
barren of information. Now I have no suspension of memory, 
i and am able to pen my impressions whenever and however re- 


— 


We now see the en and principles which sustain and 
L chose on mad mental manifestations so frequently pre- 
h demand the most serious reflection, Also the 
ands the cause and medium of my impressions, 
agh unlearned, can speak with assurance and ease. 
ed and satisfied ourselves respecting the vessel 
and communicates, it only remains for us to re- 
i well analyze, that which is from time to time 


sng saps 
1 
«s way of classifying professed believers and 
ators. These are of three classes. 
The b class are mercenary practitioners, who commit to 
a 4 few fragmentary facts im science, who claim extraor- 
w supernatural powers for their subjects, who give public 
pd vulgar exhibitions, who employ chicanery and ignoble plans, 
) trifle with and play fantastic tricks with their subjects, and 
jo injure the truth by producing these three effects—Super- 


, Skepticism, and Disgust. 


me. 


hisintérpet principles and results, who labor to make the pheno- 


, modify or reject as sectarian education, and prejudice may 


4 

who Foard the progress of truth by 
redulity, Distrust and Enthus 
he third class are free, firm, fe 


UNIVERC@LUM AND 


The second class axe doctrinal. practitioners, who pervert and 


subservient to, and illustrative of théological dogmas, who re- | 


Journal, however, needs also to be stated. 
ef- | large portion of the community, that astounding developments 
are claimed to have recently taken place through the medium of 


on; who conceal, mis-state, and „ Rearing 71 


forth saying 
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On opening this first number of apaper With the above unique 
title, the reader will very naturally inquire, What is the occasion 
of its institution? what are the objects to which it will aim? 
and what is the position to be assumed by it in the world of 
thought? To these several questions brief answers may here 
be given. 

It cannot but be obvious to every attentive observer of the 
Signs of the Times, that public feeling and modes of thought are 
in many respects gradually undergoing a most decided change. 
Humanity is beginning to awake from a long and death-like 
slumber of error and depression, and to aspire to a higher plane 
of thought and a more congenial social condition. Noble spirits, 
yearning to be free, have sounded the tocsin of rebellion against 
old hierarchies of superstition that have crushed to the earth 
the free born-spirit of man, and the antiquated thrones of spiri- 
tual tyranny are trembling to their foundations. Human Rea- 
son, long fetcered by the chains of theological authority, and 
immured in the dungeons of hereditary belief, is now beginning 
to arise from her depression, and to assert her high prerogative; 
and mankind, laughing at the impotent denunciations of those 
whose interest it is to restrict their thoughts to the narrow circle 
of a creed, are rushing to the standard of free and unbounded 
investigation. Time-honored systems, falsely claiming the au- 
thority of a Divine sanction, can no longer conceal their utter 
inadequacy to meet the spiritual and social wants of man, and 
their hold upon the human affections isbeing gradually relaxed. 
“What is Truth, established, eternal in the order of things?“ 
is a question which is beginning largely to engross the human 
mind, and the loud cries of philanthropy are pealing to the 
heavens, for some grand and elevated system of thought and 
action, whose tendency will be to improve the condition of a suf- 
fering and unhappy race. 

These circumstances in the world of thought and feeling may 
be considered as the predisposing cause of the establishment of 
this Journal. The great majority of existing journals and peri- 
odicals are either devoted to the interests of particular parties 
or sects, or pledged to an entire neutrality on questions of pro- 
gress and reform, which now agitate the public mind. It seems 


meet, therefore, that a journal should be established wherein 


new truths may be presented and old errors exposed, and wherein 
all subjects relating to the moral, social, and spiritual elevation 
of man may be freely discussed, irrespective of the religions, 
political, and social prejudices that exist in the world. 

The more immediate and exciting cause of the creation of this 
It is well known toa 


vhat is commonly termed clairvoyance. An uneducated youth 


pete ty years, while in a strange abnormal state correspond- 


to physical death, and apparently having access to the knowl- 
familiar to a higher world of human existence, has given 
s and rensonings, (now embodied in a large octavo,) 
rthe whole circle of science, philosophy, and psychology 
ng to the origin of things, and tracing them gradually, 
ly and progressively, to their ultimation in the various 
heres of spiritual existence ;—and on subjects of unspeakable 
c heretofore yeiled in impenetrable mystery, he has thrown, 


vill 1 j it apponts to us, a flood of clear and brilliant light. Of the 


1ensive physical, social, and spiritual philosophy thus 
r of this Yoarnal have the profoundest 
nation. Without speaking for the present of details, we 
8 chat Ù the eternal laws of Nature, as unfolded and explain- 

ugh the Sipps referred to, constitute the only 


ae 


anerring source of instruction now accessible—that they pre- 
scribe the only true and desirable social condition, and that they 
form a sufficient and only reliable ground for PsA highest and 
holiest hopes of man, for time and for eternity. Appreciating, 
and rejoicing in, the light thus shed on our path; being inspir- 
ited by the transcendent truths thas unfolded to our minds, and 
feeling an irrepressible desire to have them widely known, en- 
joyed, and reduced to practice, We have fixed upon this print as 
one suitable instrument whereby we may labor for the dttain- 
of these objects. 

But though the book entitled“ The Principles of Nature,” &e. 
by Mr. Davis the clairvoyant, is, as we confess, the immediate 
cause which has led to the creation of this journal, we would not 
be understood as receiving this or any other mere book as infalli- 

ble authority in matters of faith and practice. To erect this or 
any other book as an infallible standard, and to bow slavishly to 
its teachings without boldly inquiring into their intrinsic pro- 
priety, would be at once to sacrifice the high prerogatives of 
Reason, and to do violence to those principles of free and unre- 
stricted thought, inculcated on almost every page of this same 
book. Mr. Davis’s book, therefore, will be regarded as a light 
rather than as an authority; and whatever devotion we may 
manifest toward its teachings, will be exhibited because those 
teachings are presented to our reason in a reliable form. 
‘The word 4 — which we have selected as onr title, 
literally translated, “the united revolving heavens.” It 
by the youthft clairvoyant in the dictation of his 
ae — Sag significant of all things, 
—— in infinite space. We adopt 
indication of the most ex- 
; and consistently with its 
de whole human race, and no 


f r — — 


mind. 
eology, morals, and spiritual and 
y defined: Allowing each 
— shades of belief (for 
A boenelble) the Univercoelum 
dency, recognize the Great Su- 
„ Nature as the Effect, and the 
2 Spirit as y the Ultimate Result, the three 
oo alten of one Grand ond Harmontous 
ity will be considered as an infinitely intelligent 
sting separately from the Universe, but entering 
Ser Vivifying all things, from the most pon- 
* infinitesimal particle of matter. This 
will be considered as an organized Being, pos- 
corresponding to those of man, only in an infi- 
nd as constituting the soul of which the material 
1 ohr. The Infinite Soul, and Infinite Body are 
d, in the same way as the finite soul and finite body 
i ened in the formation of man; and hence, according to an 
ancient record, “Man is created in God's own image.” 
ITzis great Intelligent Essence being the Sou! of Nature, the 
Labs of Nature will be considered as the outward expressions of 
he will or thoughts of that Soul, in the same Way as the positions 
and movements of the human body are the expressions of the 
Will or thoughts of the spirit within; and as 


— aen the former being the o ing 


which as prescribed by the laws of 


1 soul} Which justice can award to human action. 
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maintained the Deity is — speaking to man, and making 
known his Will. 

The grand, general, and fundamental laws eternally estab- 
lished by the Divine Mind, may be reduced to three; viz., 
Association, Progression, and DEVELOPEMENT. ASSOCIATION 
is the assemblage or proximity of particles and substances 
(animate and inanimate,) according to mutual affinities, from 
the constellations and solar systems of the expanded heavens, 
to the infinitesimal molecules composing the blade of grass or 
the eye of an insect. One phase of the same law has been 
termed gravitation, Progression is the constant tendency of 
all particles, Substances, and compounds, animate and inani- 
mate, to higher rech of refinement; and by DEVELOPEMENT 
we would express the law by which all substances, in their on- 
ward progression, are constantly assuming forms or organisms, 
suitable to contain their internal essence. 

These laws, with their various natural modifications, will be 
considered as applicable to the great Human Won p, as to all 
other departments of the Universe. ASSOCIATION, therefore, 
according to mutual personal affinities, capacities, anil qualifi- 
cations, will be strenuously inculcated as the sine qua non of all 
harmony and happiness. Then, by a constant and gradual 
progression, We expect that there will be an ultimate develope- 
ment of a grand Form or Organism that will unite the whole 
human race as one vast Brotherhood—as one grand man, of 
which every individual person is a necessary organ. This will 
be the establishment of the kingdom or government of heaven 
upon earth, and a realization of the prayer of that exalted 
Teacher of olden time whom we delight to reverence as the 
perfect example of a perfect Man. And though ages may elapse 
before this consummation shall have been fully attained, we 
shall consider no efforts to hasten its accomplishment, or to 
approach it day by day, as unavailing. 

The Conductors of this Journal have witnessed facts, and 
have had philosophical demonstrations which place the great 
truths of immortality and of future, endless progression to them 
beyond all possible doubt. ‘They will, therefore, labor to prove, 
illustrate and rationalize these truths as occasion may require, 
ever realizing the indispensible importance of disseminating in 
the world a pure and expansive faith, and an ennobling and 
lofty spirituality. 

The ten thousand religious sects into which the world is now 
divided, will be considered as so many strata in the great geology 
of the mental world, some occupying a lower and some a higher 
position, but all as yet comparatively gross and unmatured ; 
and whatever of truth we may find in their opinions or in the 
teachings of their respective sacred books, we will receive and 
inculcate ; whatever of error, we will reject and expose. 

Recognizing the thoughts and intentions of the Divine Mind, 
expressed through the laws of Nature, as the basis of the only 
true teachings, our diligent efforts shall be to discover, eluci- 
date and inculcate those laws as the only true basis of individu- 
al and social action and policy. The law of consequences, promo- 
tive or destructive of human peace, as naturally resulting 
from actions according as they are good or evil, will be stren- 
uously insisted upon; and these consequences, certain and une- 
voidable, will be considered as the only rewards and punishments 
Laboring, as we 
to elevate society to a purely natural basis, on which all 
1e human faculties and passions may be enjoyed according to 
1 of a well-developed wisdom we shall be obliged to 
e añ antagonism to all vnzatural laws, customs, and modes 

band feeling existing both in the social and religious 


=| ond an superstition, bigotry, and religious intolerance, 


and arbitrary legal enactments, shall find in 
lumns an uncompromising opposition. Al unjust customs 
nd conditions, relating to industrial movements, will be expose 
, and we shall labor diligently to elevate the 
i and-down-trodden, wherever found, to that dignity 
ay Wadia beings should sustain. 
in, e gmc strong-hold of Reason, and animated 
A Love, we shall not be diverted from Our course 
ations or persecutions which we are aware will 
ut upon us without. mixture and without measure. 
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If we stand upon the high pinnacle of Truth, the 
secution can only rage beneath our feet, but cannot harm us, 
Appeals to reason coming from opposers, will alway Meet with 
a candid and respectful consideration, calumny and derision 
will be left to operate on low minds, for whieh purpose such ape 
always intended, 
The Univercalum will, therefore, be devoted to general In- 
quiry, philosophico-theology, and an ex position and inculcation 
of the principles of Nature in their application to individual 
and soolal life, Political, soolal, and religious movements which 
may seem to have a bearing upon the gront interests of man, 
will be, irrespective of party considerations, noticed apd com- 
_ mented upon as oocasion may require, Facts and principles 
relative to physiology and general medical scienca, shall receive 
due attention, Particular prominence will be given to such 
+ ecourrendes and phenomena ns may be of interest in the de- 
partments of Animal Magnetism, Clairvoyance, and general 

psychology. A department of the paper will also be devoted to 
the record of such items of intelligence ag may be deemed of gen- 
8 interest. Mr. A, J, Davin will, from time to time, give 
1. his spiritual intuitions in our columns, Thus planned 

3 concerted, the Univercælum earnestly aska of a truth-seek- 

4 public that patronage which ite Editors hope by diligent 
to deserve. 

We have above given a brief declaration of the principles by 
ich our columns will, at present, be governed, It should be 

K listingtly stated, however, that if, in the progressive unfoldings 
of truths and circumstances, any modifications of these princi- 
les may hereafter seem requisite, such modifications shall 

promply be made, Truth shall ever be our highest and all-en- 
rossi ject; from a pursuit of this we trust we may never 

e diverti by any attachment to an arbitrary system., 


a Emrons Univencaium, 


ae 4E SIGNS OF THE TIMES: 


es and events seen in Nature, or developed in the 
| world, are usually preceded hy certain visible 
Which the philosophic mind is led to apprehend their 
In the living realities of the present the close obser- 
ways discover the rudiments of that which is to come. 
/ hat relates to the developments of the future 
ö t, n matter of mere curiosity or idle 
_ We regard it ns one of peculiar interest, and so 
resent appearances indicate the nature of coming eventa, 
be & subject of rational and profitable inquiry. 
pro to answer two questions in thie article, viz: 
o signs of the times? And what do these betoken 
of the future 
r our remarks illustrative of the general subject con- 
in the present inquiry, we proceed to notice some of 
6| omin ent charneteristics of the age, as developed in the 6x- 
con ition of the world, and the general tendency of the 
sposition to prove all things, presents itself as a pecu- 
f the a Whatever comes under observation must 
amination, Every thing ia re- 
ritual no lens than 
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The presont time le distinguished for great mental ae Wity 
intelleotual prog reas, Wherever civilized man has found his h 
may be soen the monuments thar hear witness to the trin "iy 
of hia mind, His intelleetun) nergy and advancement ite go 
coverable in the numerous inventions inthe mechanic Arty 1 
goon forth with a strong arm to perform his part in the i l: 
world, and we are astonished al the COM PATONG e with wa 
he ix enabled to accompli¢h the mont stupendous resalta, ; 
have read the story of the old Prophet who smote the Wile, 
with hie mantle, and of Moses who is smid to have Arawn th 
liquid element from the rocks of the Wilderness, amd if we y 4 
due allowance for the figurative style of the deseription, we ry 
not marvel at the record of their deeds as though the ge v5 
wonders had past by, What cannot man do even now 7 The, 
is no earthly power that can successfully oppone bim, Eren th 
great barriers of nature #0 far from being ohstacles in his wy 
only serve to facilitate his progress. He launches a houses, 
ships on the great deep—his commerce ten every e nnd ih 
far distant isles of the oceM are familiar to his eye ae the rosne, 
of his childhood, Man putes forth his arm, and, away onen , 
and valley, the river is turned from ite course, Iteinks Into thy 
carth, and anotie=the waters legue in a thousand crystal uren, 
from the dusty @reets of this greatelity. Ie can converse wig 
his friend almost from one extreme of the continent to The othe 
He has only to exercise the will, and obedient to his volition, ay 
invisible Spirit that rides on the lightning’s fiery wing, utter 
his thoughts a thousand miles away, 

The greatest obstacles are overcome, If faith he ineuflicley 
to remove mountains, matn has at lenat the industry to perform 
the work. Indeed, were the elements which compose the earth 
deprived of thelr cohesive power, he might almost bind this vue 
globe together with iron bands, Thus the gross material ele 
ments and the invisible agente of nature are rendered eubsery. 
ent to the will of man, and made to secure resultas which fill the 
mind with astonishment. These are notable miracles to those 
who are ignorant of the way and the means, in which, and by 
which they are accomplished, 

The intellectual activity, and the rapid progress of man, may 
be seen in the sublime discoveries he has made in the various 
branches of natural Science, and in the general difusion of 
knowledge, Here a broad field opens before ua, to which the 
mental eye can descry no bounds, ‘The Philosopher has labored 
with some degree of success to explore the great arcana of Na 
ture; to solve her profound problems, and to trace the laws that 
govern her vast and mysterious operations, Principles have 
been developed which have slambered since the Creation. ‘The 
mista of ignorance and superstition; dark and terrible ae the 
shadows of a long night, have been dissipated, and the morning 
of anew day has come, ‘The numerous Institutions of Learning, 
the present system of Common School instruction, the publie 
Libraries, and the various societies for mutual improvement, 
are doing much to develop the powers and to elevate the condi 
tion of man. The rerss isemployed to beat down the bulwark 
of ignorance, and though this mighty engine is sometimes mis 
directed, still, ite action upon the world is lever-like, It! 
gradually raising up the mase of mind. We know it is too fre 
quently wielded for base purposes; that society is injured, indir 
vidual hopes crushed, and the most important interests ex 
to ruin. But, after all, it is a source whence living stream 
flow out in numberless channels, making the desert fruitfl 
and clothing the wilderness and solitary place with immortal 
beauty. As society oxista, all do not and cannet enjoy the gam 
advantages, But at no previous period in the world’s history 
were the means of instruction within the reach of so largë” 
number, Hence the general diffusion of knowledge must bet — 
garded as a distinguishing feature of the age, To this wos 
mainly indebted for vast improvements in the eclence of gover 
ment, and here we find the secret of the rapid growth and u 
rivaled prosperity of this great Republic. 10 

Man is no longer satisfied with amore animal existence. * 
claims n higher life He has left the stagnant ool, enliven 
by no marmur, to drink at the mountain rill, way la 
and rugged, but the pure atmosphere 
cheering light, are the reward of his Tabor, 


the living waters 
In the ox 
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his faculties, new and hig her sources of on joy ment are continu- 
ally opening > him. His pioa; es are increased in number, 
and refined iu nature; and life and all its joys are becoming 


T 5 world existence and the futur 


more spiritual and divine, 
The mists and fogs that chille 


re invested with new charms. 


the early travelle fled. and the day is at hand. And I 
heard a voice, saying, “Let there be Light; and behold, it is 
rolling in like a flood, leaving unin guifed no monument of lark- | 


ness to tell of the nigh t that is past 
It was not our pt urpose to dwell upon the 
Aences of progre ess sepa wateb yand distinctive ly. 
gary to glance at the hat we may direct the 
te the changes w? hich their influence is destined to produe 
the physical, dal intellectual and religious condition of man. 
The — b, moreover, a time of denevolent ort. This is 
evident from the numerous charitable associations which are 
ap all over the civilized world. Every ee 
s for its object the melioration of humanity, is to be 
s evidence of the truth of our proposition. These 
y ministers of merey, empl to alleviate the 
— — oppres This benevolent spirit 
indelibly impressed the literature of the age; it is seen 
reat moral ents which distinguish the present 
ery effort to abolish sanguinary laws, and 
ence the administration of most modern 
general policy of all civilized nations is 
g a more pacific character. Not that the war 
e have melancholy evidence to the contrary 
le of our and Mexico. We shall 
`i s a fearful record inscribed | 
l, there is less cruelty and 
ial harmony is more 
2 must not form 
of passion and 
t that 


It is only neces- 
reader's attention 


war and the 
mon impulse of 
He is going 
earth. There 
ats. The social 
ghty revolution ; 


t events, and im- 
r shado before ? 


social 
Human 
theirstructure 
ppiness of all, 
on the prin- 
e would 
yasin 

Such a govern- 
earth. We have 
al efforts and secta- 
to „ diminish the evil 


i ung s A. 


eran ao 


| temptations 


means or the evi- 
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ally hope to all ay this feverish excitement t and caneling veg ac- 
tion of ogay must provide for the destitute 
and shield the poor wretched outcast, and thus remove the 
which Beer these unfortunate ones, or our 
preaching is vain, and we may despair of working out a better 
| ear thly destiny for the race. There are thousands who believe 
that a higher life is atts ainable, and if they are right and we are 
fai ithfal, something Will be done to hasten the grand era, when 
| human society will exemplify the great he pg of the spheres. 
A similar > world is also 
| 


necessary, 
| 


the gr eat bigs 


change in the religious systems of t 
and we helieve The old — in which 


we were educated: the dark mysteries and unfounded supersti- 


f inevitable. 


e in | tions of a corrupt and fabulous theology, must pass away. Man 


| may no longer invest the spirit of Love with immortal hate, or 
fill the future with everwasting elements of destruction. The 
systems of government and religion founded on the prostrate 
rights of man, must fall. These old forms must die. The in- 
dwelling divinity will not long quicken these worthless integu- 
ments. Its abiding place is not in the sepulehres among ‘dead 
men’s bones.’ It must, and will, go out, to pervade and animate, 
with a diviner life, new and more congenial forms. Many will 
linger behind to weep over the old body, but the true disciple 
will still rejoice, and “leaving the dead to bury their dead,” fol- 
low the spin in its heavenward flight. 

There are potent influences acting upon, and decomposing, 
these old systems. Every effort to promote peace and good-will; 
every attempt to render man less vindictive and cruel in the in- 
fliction of punishment, is a blow aimed at the very foundation 
on which they rest. 

Not an instance of Christian forgiveness; not an effort to 
equalize labor and unite the discordant elements of society ; 

resents an argument against those exclusive and seetari 
institutions which divide and distract the race. Every token 
of parental affection to an ungrateful child; every tear the 
mother sheds i in secret for her wayward boy; the love of Christ 
for his enemies; the agony of the garden and the cross, and the 
struggles and sacrifices of every true reformer, proclaim i in elo- 
quent and powerful language the presence of a spirit that will 
not rest, until man is redeemed, and the world is free! 

The time is at hand when the pure in heart and the free in 
spirit, of every name, must break over these sectarian lines and 
barriers and meet together on the true ground of union. In 
that day, a new impulse will move the heart of humanity, and 
a great light will shine in upon the imprisoned spirits of men. 

Those who worship a creed ; whose religion isa set of opinions 
and ceremonies, may well tremble at the signs of the times. 
But to the great Soul whose law is development; whose religion is 
spiritual growth and illumination; whese practice is a life of 
great thoughts and illustrious deeds; whose prayers are the 
struggles of the spirit to be free PRESENT, is full of encour- 
agement and hope. 
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REVELATION==THE BIBLE. 


Ir is believed that those who projected this journal, and those 
who will perform its editorial labors, will generally and with no 
essential modification, assent to the following propositions : 

1. Man, being the ultimate production of the Divine Love and 
Wisdom, and the object and end ofall inferior developments, is 
therefore cr in the Divine Image. and actually corresponds 
in his es I nature to the Deity, with the exception of his 
+ 
iat in his endlessly progressive unfolding, man is con- 
to the perfections of the Deity, (of which 
ways be infinitely short.) and that as human 
, either by favorable original constitution, or 
and growth, man may exhibit knowledge 

l the comprehension of radiinental 
al seem the r of i 


ee of Weed seuse, 
and angels of a higher 


12 
—- — i 
world ; and of the sayings and teachings of suo 
titled to the name of Revelations. 
3. Thexe persons, respectively, wrote and taught with refer. 
‘ened to tho immediate circumstances of thoir timer and nations, 
nd without the remotost intention of having their writings, in 
i a oquent ages, embodied, with others, in the form of a book 
th: Ae Il : considered ancred and uthoritativo. 
4. The collections of books considered as “revelations,” that 
iy in various ages, are based upon human authority 
| that of rather questionable character, aud should be 


h are ôn- 


convictions pronounce a true 
whether it is fòuud in the Shdster, 
or the Bible: whatever we find in 
j i n cannot assent, should be 
if these books contains son e Bible 
4: each contains matter 


* 

ion, and which is of no particular importance to 

„ The alo mush ce 
ied in of these books. 


ut ever existed, Jesus of Na 
sically, morally, intellectually, and 
is perfection he enjoyed immediate 
angels of the higher world. His 
o t with the yundest re- 
racter should be held up as the 
whole human race may progress to. 


W. V. 
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8 J. SAWYER. 
rious studies and important pur- 
he meridian * years, to be 

When one of this class is 
e; when he is left to the 
wo ds and actions are the 
ö ‘uum anly resentment; we can 
dation which leads him to sacri- 
fidence of the wise and good, 
ot une ob ervations by a letter publish- 
of October 30, and signed by the 
i the head of this article. This 
nt and unprovoked assult upon 
mn. Not only is our conduct 
d unspairing animadversion, but 
o characterize by appropriate 
assumes to determine our 
We are represented as guilty 
„ “despicable ess” and 
d wide are required to withdraw 

oceedings, and a 


om. 


ca 
ce OU 4 


deserving the | 


paper is designed to be, except that it will generally conta 
proportion of short articles and light misceliany. We havi 
the services of some of the ablest writers in the country, 
shall spare no efforts to render the UNIVERCŒLUM in 


Reform. 
vance, in order to afford our friends an opportunity to obtain 
scribers, and make their returns. 
continued from the date of the present number, 


extending the circulation ofthe paper ,will confera favor by pass 
it to some one who will act in this capacity. 
several thousand copies of this number, and we BARN! 
our friends to aid us by obtaining subscribers for the UNivercat 


where our friends who aro 
with a most cordial reception. 


THER UNIVERCGLUM AND 


Our religion, (or if thin is numing too much) our value, 


requires us to forgive Bro. Sawyer, We cannot copy hig article i, 
the reason that this paper in intended as a vehicle of Whotey, h 
puro and elevating. No bitter waters can flow through A 
channel, The Spiritual Philosopher will not heed the} Dens 
of passion and prejudice. Our appeal shall ever be to the und. 
standing and the heart. 

Bro, Sawyer has stooped from his high position to pep ti 
own reputation, and he will live to mourn over his weap, 
The nature of his letter is such as to preclude any further req 
When he regains his equilibrium and in prepared to speak lik 
A ohristian, iv philosopher, or u brother, we shall ligten Wit 
attention, ‘Till then, he may claim an utterance, but we CHiN 
rospond—he may speak, but his voice will wake no echo in th 
Univenca.um, 


S. B. Burrray 
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ono is AN INFIDEL? 
In tho yulary of bigotry, the term infidel is employed ty 
represent ho is not wedded to the popular dogmas in fyjy, 
and philanthropy, ‘The true Reformer—the spirit that hy 
ventured to throw off the creed, and enter a wider sphere y 
thought and action; the soul inspired with a reverence too hig, 
and holy to bow down at the image, is anathematized and cy 
out of the synagogue. ‘Thus men whose all of religion is made 
to consist in anameand an opinion, condemn the man whose con. 
science will not acknowledge the infallibility of their standard 
Thus they labor to restrict the freedom of thought, limit the 
exercise of reason, and violate the moral sense, in a Vain at. 
tempt to force their opinions where they can never be received, 
Such a course seems to involve a virtual renunciation of every 
principle that characterized the Christianity of Christ. We 
have no space to occupy with hard names and opprobrioug 
Those who have, would do well to remember that it 
requires neither genius, erudition or good manners, to call x 
8. B. B. 


epithets. 


man an infidel. 
—ͤ—44 —ä 2 — 


MR. DAVIS’ ARTICLE. 


In another portion of this paper will be found an article from Mr, 


Davis, (written by himself while in his“ Superior State,“) under the 


title“ Seek, and ye shall find.“ The profoundly interesting nature 


of that article will secure for it an extensive and careful perusal. 
Something of interest may be expected from the same authornearly 
every week. 
that it is clear; simple, forcible, and even beautiful. 
ever, bejudged by a natural rather than an artificial stan: 


With regard to the style of Mr. D., it will be ceived 
5 ? 

it should, how- 

lard. His 


expressions are the spontaneous out-gushings of his own intuitions, 
and exhibit no servile conformity to arbitrary usages. Viewed in 
this light his style will appear exceedingly attractive. W. F 


* — 4ꝙ« — 
* OUR PAPER. 
THis number may be regarded as a fair specimen of what our 
in a larger 
W secured 
and wè 
all respects 
qual to tho wishes of its friends. In our next number wer hall en- 
leavor to present the first of a series of elaborate articles on Social 
We send out the specimen number several weeks in d- 
sup- 


Tho regular publication will be 


DG Subscribers will bear in mind that the terms of this paper 


are $2, payable on delivery of the first number. 


—— ~~. © oe 


NOTICE TO AGENTS. 


Tuose who are engaged in obtaining subscribers for the Uns ER“ 
lum, are requested to make immediate returns. Other Agents 
are wanted. Persons receiving this number who have no interest!” 


zing 

We shall distribute 
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OFFICE OF THE UNIVERCCELUM. : 

Our Office is No. 235 | ondway, opp ite the Park Foup tit 
Sa: to favor us with a call will mee 
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Poetry. Miscellaneous Tipos ‘tment. 
THE GOSPEL OF FREEDOM. | AN APPEAL TO THE FEMALE SEX. 
BY THOMAS L. HARRIS. BY MRS. F. M. BAKER. 


beawa Spirit, Godlike, vast and glorious 
Upon tho summit of the Ages stand; 
His countenance of light, his brow victorious 
WW un 3 Speak 7 Kto A ern! af 8 o $ 
Shone with a Love no mortal might withstand. peak to you candidly, concerning what demands candid and 
earnest consideration from us all. 


My Frrenps: With little or no preface, I wish to address you : 
to address you seriously, upon à seriously important subject ; to 


Eis voice went forth, in vast reverberations 


Over each isle and continent and sea That we are all created for some purpose, as in fact was and is 
3 enrapturing earth’ s downtrodden nations ji everything which proceeds from the Creative hand, probably no 
A ”ro N — 
* ith God the Father's great command „» Fars! one will gainsay. Thi at this purpose isa high and holy one, we 
And there was silence for a space in Heaven, need only be certified of the Infinite Wisdom and G ‘oodness of 
Aud the mute Seraphim gaged far abroad, the Great Purposer, to be convinced. That it had in view the 
And saw earth's ancient darkling stillness riven, © peace and hap piness of its subjects, is inferred with equal certi- 
ho wide nations hear the voice of G 
re And tho wide 0 tude, from a conviction of the unending and boundless Love of 


And as the mandate of that mighty Angel * this Universal Creator. 
‘ Fell sunlike on the hearts and souls of men; $ oe 
at : a echoed Freodpait grodt evang Let lor one moment look abroad upon the works of Crea- 
The Serap tion. Fir; glancing at the vegetable w orld, examine carefully 


And the vast concave sounded back—“ 
Thus came vision adown the swift years, its ts construction, its growth, its uses. Externally it 
iful to the beholder’s eye; it gratifies his love of the 


voice Angel to me— 
| Free?” aaith the Spirit who ruleth thespl l and the elegant. Nothing can excel the harmonious 
blending of its colors, the perfect grace and elegance of its forms, 


That circle eternity's sea. 
light t * worlds from the Infinite Sun indeed the perfection of its arrangements throughout. And this 
he d to all natures that be, * might satisfy a superficial observer but let us look farther and 
deeper in Se ale internal organization: in the ceaseless 
activity, in the beneficial effects of these mighty dwellers in the 
old forests, do you not see much to admire, yea to adore? Nor 
searcely less in the constant, though silent workings of the tiny 
N eee plants. These, insignificant though they seem, have their allot- 
sike sea-snakes far . che Sees fae led part to perform, at which they labor untiringly. 
A erento eh} . In all these is not design plainly visible, as if written in legi- 
n mo * I dle characters upon each leaf! Indeed to the contemplative 
od, mind, it is so written. In their creation an object was plainly in 
view, and to the accomplishment of this they labor on, slowly, 
effectually ; producing good to all with which they are on- 
ed. Whether of themselves they possess sensation and ac- 
N any of this good, is not a matter into which we 
need now inquire. Enough for our present purpose, that we 
mow that there is a design in their creation and that they labor 
mdustriously to accomplish that design. 
Nor with regard to the inferior orders of animal creation, can 
wwe with certainty judge how much of sensation they possess, or 
much pleasure or happiness they experience from the course 
y follow. But this much we can determine, that they follow 
this course unerringly, if left to themselves and for a definite 
purpose; which purpose was the design in their creation. In 
other words, that they are constantly laboring to fulfil the designs 
of their Creator, in which they seem to enjoy much, and that 
when this design is accomplished, they lose their activity and 
consequently their life. And moreover, we do know of these 
also, that they bring final good to all with whom they are con- 
nected. 
But with the highest order of existence upon this earth, with 
the only intelligence, with man, we can know more; we can de- 
cic ste mach pleasure or happiness he enjoys. And let us 
n the outset put this question home to ourselves individually: 
0 o wo also each strive to effect the design of our creation? It is 
j 8 person has a mission to fulfil in 
more than laboring to effect 
as we have seen, will pro- 
nd * of isolated portions o! the 
— not of individuals at 
eee we in our selfishness 
we enjoy, while we know that 
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on foot, or hobble on by the help of erutch or ntaf, not drogen 
but half covered with rage; not even so good asthe enut off finery 
of the more opulent, 

The former dwell in magnificent houses, j, ure palaco 
and “fare aumptuously every day)” while the latter stay in mig 
erable hovely, or for lack thereof, in the ptreets, and pine wit 
hunger, dosleing to he fed with the crumbs from the tables of the 
vioh, The former have the means (though alas, to their confy, 
sion be it spoken, they often misimprove them 1) for great mory 
and intellectual improvement, while the latter must grovel in jy, 
novance and consequently sin, although they are yearning fop 
draughts from the fountain of knowledge, Compawed with whic) 
their phywleal hunger and thiret are As nothing, "The forme, 
look upon the lattor as vastly their inferiors and un searee aboyy 
the swinish herd, among whom they often move. "The latter look 
upon the others as favored of fortune at their expense and as thelp 
natural enemies, 

Now for a candid consideration of the reasons for this state of 
things. Why is the /ady in “goms and gold,” and sporting hep 
well lined purse, better than the woman in her tattered garb, bear. 
ing wearily her burden or searching the gutters for rage) 
Docs the valuable dross of the one enhance her real value over 
that of the other? Was her dress originally designed for her, 
and did her Creator look upon her with so much more favor thay 
his more humble offspring, as to confer it upon her? Even her 
dross is only secondarily her own: primarily it belonged to far 
different creatures, and although it was by right theirs, yet they 
were not proud thereof, and would just as soon have relinquish. 
ed it in favor of the lowliest daughter of want, as in favor of the 
proudest belle or the wealthiest matron. 

The ostrich curried its head no higher nor tossed it with a 
more queenly air, than other birds of the desert, merely because 
decked with waving plumes. ‘The silkworm felt no pride above 
the meanest and most loathsome reptile when spinning ite robe 
of silken texture, although it was afterward to be manufactured 
into gorgeous silks and satins for the most noble. ‘The ermine 
or the sable, the lynx or the otter, never scorned their more 
humble brethren, because their coats perchance were of a coarser 
texture. Nor do the beautiful and fragrant flowers withhold 
their odor or shade their brightness from the dwellers in the 
lowly cot, and yet no artiste Parisienne can excell or even come 
near them in elegance, form and richness of hue. ‘Then should 
the accidental possessor of these luxuries bear herself scornfully 
toward a lowly sister, because of these possessions? 

Or does actual wealth raise one in the scale of actual excel. 
lence above a fellow mortal, who may unfortunately be within 
poverty’s cold and bony grasp? Does the heiress of enormous 
treasures delight in her gold and diamonds, and would she take 
kindly by the hand and warmly to her heart, the toiling, swarthy 
miner, or the crushed and unpitied slave, whose comforts and 
lives are perilled in procuring her treasures? Is she enamored 
of her pearls, and does she sympathize heartily and tearfully 
with the poor diver, who is forced to rend his life by piecemeal 
in bringing from the vasty deep her precious gems? Ah! let 
her remember, that the High and Holy One sets a far higher 
price upon his nobler works thus sacrificed, than upon the paltry 
baubles they bring to light! 

And why is it that the poor are poor? Simply because you, 
the rich, have a superabundance of wealth. ‘The impartial and 
righteous Ruler of this Earth has bestowed upon his offypring 
‘enough to satisfy the real wants of all and because some have 
‘more than they need, others must pine in suffering and penury. 
| Would the former excuse herself upon the ground that the latter 
| cannot acquire property, nor even take care of it if placed in her 
‘| possession? Perhaps not under present circumstances, but 

ght not she be prepared to do this? Is it not rather owing 
to fortuitous circumstances then to any superior excellence 
y, 3 by God, that the wealthy are favored while the poor 
17 4? 


whether you Know what real enjoyment is, ‘The human family 
la aunit, It is not composed of detached parta and parcels, on- 
tirely independent of each other; acting, subsisting, and enjoy. 
ing, entirely without roference to or connection with, anah other, 
On tho contrary it is One; itis intimately connected į the same 
life blood throbs in the universal pulse, which beats in the indi. 
vidual; the beating of one heart ia but the response to another; 
mind pormeates mind; and my thoughts are but the vibrations of 
another's, deepening and widening perhaps, and impinging upon 
another's, and urging into still wider and deeper undulations, 
Nor are the feelings of one, aught save the cho of those of 
another. The human family e thus one body, whose soul is 
part of the great Soul of the Universe; What affects one of ita 
members, alfectathe whole, 

When the finger of my body suffers, Can the foot say It In per- 
fectly well it enjoys without alloy In ite ignorance it might 
assert as much and argue Itself into a firm belief in the asker 
tion: but the brain, the mind, knows, that no part, however un- 
important, of the system, can suffer unsympathised with by 
every other; that one diseased member affects more or less aeri- 
ously, every other; in fine, the Whole system. Nor can one 
member of the human family suffer, be morally, or spiritually, 
even intellectually diseased, without proportionately contam- 
inating every other. 

‘ Do we enjoy more individually or collectively? If individu- 
ally, Why then do we seek intercourse with our kind? Why do 
v0 With cach other? why do we assemble in large 
parties? why When we expect to be happy, do we particularly 
wish te penod by friends, and the more the better? in 
a Ware l i o we form friendship and connections in life at all? 
ver! of our doing so and that continually, shows that 
th | or really think we do, enjoy more in that 
ay than when alone, in solitude, And jt is really so, and the 
ma or the pleas , the more enjoying it. It does not diminish 
‘division amor ny persons, but is increased by every ad- 
HO the | part; in just so much us each enjoys and will so 
ie until every living soul participates, when cach will 
by in the highest possible degree, 
in room is in no wise diminished to those who 
y an addition to their number; for although each 
are of that previously in the room, yet each also 
is own and constantly helps to generate more, 
nal amount is actually increased, by every addi- 


) 
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hat there are not now different degrees of enjoyment 
‘different members of the human family, I do not contend; 
seme. ar comparatively happy while others are compara- 
miserable, admit. That my apparently well foot is as 
al an my iseased finger, I know is not the case. But would 
the whole system be better, if no part was diseased? And if 
ould not each member be better? and finally, can the foot 
well at the expense of the finger ? 
in the same principle, would not each and all of mankind en- 
ore, if human happiness way more equalized? Do not think 
iking from the maximum amount of happiness and adding 
the minimum, that the mean is thereby reduced from the for- 
. Remember the case of the heat in the room. In the game 
every individual will help to generate, to create, enjoyment. | 
particularize, and in what I am about to say, 1 wish to 
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Or it may be urged that superior mental endowments exall 
„ | the one class above the other, What possible chance have the 
| Present indigent, ignorant, portion of community, under existing 
: civil regulations, io attain to great mental excollence! 


i Should ong succeed therein, he would far outdo the fubled Hor- 
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cules or Atlas of old. And have the higher ‘classes attained that 
mental superiority which, in their favorable position, they 
should? Methinks from genuine intellectual culture different 
fruit should grow. 

Mothers are ambitious of the most splendid equipage, the 
most genteel establishments, the most expensive dress, and the 
most desirable matches for their children. But are they search- 
ing into the hidden things of nature, seeking a revelation of her 
laws, anxious to understand the causes of all effects and the 
effects of all causes? I fear they rather pry into the hidden 
things of their neighbors; seek a solution of their secrets and 
have a desire to know their business. 

Daughters frolic, follow their fancies, and desire, most of all, 
fine clothes and Wege matches. They skim lightly over the 
sciences, dabble a little in paint, get a smattering of French, 
German, or Italian, or dash a little into music. But it is all 
superficial : the wonders and beauties of science and the real 
merits of the fine arts are to them as a sealed book. 

This is deplorable. That a being endowed with a mind capa- 
ble of expansion, with an intellect that reaches and soars to the 
confines of nature herself, should be satisfied with the low and 
grovelling pursuit which excite the attention and interest of too 
many females, is lamentable in the extreme! It is one of the 
evils which we who appreciate its deleterious effects upon human 
progress, and, of course, human happiness, should strive to era- 
dicate from our midst. 

But true worth and excellence is, in something, beyond even 
this. Intellect is good, but soul is better The heart far out- 
weighs the head in sterling value. And here is the testing 
point. Are those who, by common consent, rank among the 
higher classes of society, more strictly moral than the lower 
classes? Have they more genuine integrity? Have they more 

real n mnd * Se pens Have they, in a word, more 


oh, 


in more ‘gaudy temples, but vain is the 
e heart is found.” They may give more 
of the s gue poor is, to the Searcher 
g than the abundance of the 
l to help a poor sister 
: T e meal shared with the hungry ; 
arm the heart, though shed over a 
in ih el where grim desolation reigns; are 
à the sac ek cloth and ashes worn by mourners 
he streets” in pomp and parade; or the luxu- 
mighty and noble; or the valuable 
at and charitable public institution. 
* Spraken. women, are our sisters ! 
ASS rtion! Scoff not at the fact They 
f the ia Great Author. Their lives form a 
great yolume of Nature’s History, i in which 
ded. They, too, have a mission to perform. 
I = * that we stand not as hindrances in the 
formance of their duty. 
As rs of one Sandy we should be co-workers together. 
t reflec s not to our credit, but rather to our scandal,that these 
bor unfortunates exist. They, like ourselves, are fit subjects 
x : happiness, and by our aid might be brought to share in the 
universal sum of happiness and contribute their share thereto. 
They are now crushed beneath a weight of circumstances 
“above which they cannot rise, We can help to remove this 
weight. are not all to blame that they are in this crushed | 
condition. 8 sinful that we allow them to remain 
ag when sory their extrication. 
N ni 8 a comm) 
ann onscien 
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sacrificing women! Be ye mothers, your daughters will glorify 
you by following your example. Beye maidens, ye shall induce 
many to follow you, by your worthy conduct. And one and all, 


the world, as it realizes the benefits of thy lives, in the peace 
and happiness which fiow to it, shall yet bless thee. 


Would that thousands more ‘hall the integrity and courage to 
follow thy example. Would that we all had the courage and 
determination to live the true life, irrespective of consequences. 
To seek the light of truth, come fr om whatever source it may ; 
to progress by its guidance, lead where it will; and to help 
others to follow in the same direction. Then, ond then only, 
should we be fulfiling our mission, and then only shall we fully 
realize our destiny, which is happiness. May we all strive to 
this end! 


—— — 


GENTLE INFLUENCES. 


Austerity and denunciation will not bring the wanderer 
back or move within him the springs of virtuous action. Cold 
indifference and neglect are not the means by which we are to 
dissolve the congealed fountains of human affection. and win the 
soul to virtue. The man who employes these as the instru- 
ments of reform will labor in vain. They can no more subdue 
the stubborn heart than the rude blasts of polar skies can melt 
the towering iceberg and the mountains of eternal snow. — 
Severe coersive measures will not reclaim the erring. Man is 
so constituted that every attempt to drive him from an error, 
either of the head or heart, tends to confirm him in his course. 
Ifthere is aught that will allure the wayward from the haunts of 
folly and the selfishness of a misguided ambition, it is the voice 
of friendly admonition. If there is a power in the universe 
sufficiently potent to soften the heart and to draw the victim of 
dissipation and vice away from the scene of his dishonor, that 
power is kindness, It serves to quiet the fears, to subdue the 
passions, to enlist the best affections, and thus the victory is 
gained. 

The superior power and efficacy of gentle influences is 
beautifully illustrated in the fable of the Sun and the Wind, 
in their effort to make the traveler part with his cloak. The 
Wind commenced a furious attack. From the dark clouds he 
breathed out threatning and violence. At his voice the deep 
foundations of the everlasting mountains didtremble. The tall 
oaks bowed their lofty heads as he passed, and at the sound of 
his chariot wheels the wild beasts ran howling from the hills! 
But it was all invain. The poor traveller drew his cloak more 
closely around him. At length the wind retired, and the thick 
vapors rolled away. All was still, the Sun smiled upon the 
traveller and he threw down his cloak. Thus mild and gentle 
means accomplished what all the artillery of the elements could 
not perform. 

When other means fail, remember that a word spoken in love, 
even a tear orasmile, may reclaim the wanderer. 


S. B. E. 


FEAR. 


Tue raven locks of the terror stricken may become white in 

a moment. Fear may overthrow the Empire of Reason and 

5 5 the Soul in ruins, but it can make no one wiser, better or 

ier. It is the influence by which tyrants rule, and the na- 

ian no less than the experience of the past, authorize the 
n that it can never secure one siwi subject. s. B.B. 


` Sn should know ee no beauty has any 
wr 2 Semen one of the mind; and that a graceful- 
er is much more engaging than that of their 

; ; that esty and meekness are the true and lasting 
; for she who has these is qualified as she ought to 
ü management of a family, for the education of child- 
affection of her husband, and submitting to a pru- 
N > only are charms that render Wives 
gane the best title on our respect. 
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Selections. Piya moarnest, dig thy sires regime, 
a e So, tn * — ™4 ogy, bows gray, 
» ha ine, 
THE REFORMER. 
h i Yet, not the lera for them oF thou 
BY JOHN GREENLEAP WHITTIER The ternal sep of Progresa teats 
a ae To that . AOL nem, Calm and slow, 
Act grits and sailed and brown with tan, Hieb God reg y 
Lava Strong One, in his wratiy Take Heart the Waster bund, 1 
Smitiog the Gol hrlug of man A Ghar med life old goaded hath; 
Along his path. Tus tate may per bat he grain 
The Chureh beneath ber trembling dome 4 2 ore 2 
Essaye) in vain her ghorthy ehars; od works in all things; all obey 
Wealth shook within his gilded home His fire’ propalom from the fight 
With pale alarm. Ho, wake and wateh'—the world i gr 
Fraud from hie secret chambers fled 9 — Debt ; 
Before thë sunl ht bureting hs i PřhraAnraropy One of the most bezait words which ow 
Sloth drew her pi! * tin her head language has borrowed from the Great, ie Philanthropic ; or ta ws 
To drows the din. have it, Philanthropy, signiiying the Lore of Man.” z has g 
“ ” Art implored, “yon h i musical sound ; and the Very utteranée of it hegete pleatant though 
9 grand, 425 tme vers ta aiid a and fuspires prophecies ot good. The truth it untold, and the — 
_ Meck Beverence, kneeling in the aisle $ son it teaches tothe thoughtful, when me come to look into it: mean 
i f Cried out, “Forbear ” a ne: — ae — were, a golden link in the chain which binds as ts 
3 e good and the great of the past. They had their inspirations, 
a Gray-bearded Use, who, deaf and blind, those old men; they raw more or less 4 at times, what ought 
1 ra owen for his old accustomed atone, to be among the nation, and caught tight of that zublime trath 
a hon his and wept, to find a which recognises the unity of our race, This word Philanthropy 


His seat o’erthrown. shows % much as this. A vision, however far off, of the relation e- 


isting between ál! men, a members of one great family; the dat 
— — raised his dreamy eyes, and pleasure of loving and helping, one the other ; the dwelling 
~x ae locks of gold, together of the nations in peace, as being of the tame flesh and blood 
fair Sgm R and bone, and bound together by the ties of a common brotherhood, 
4 * reg and a common interert—thes¢are the thoughts and feelings which 
e Strong One's stroke, must have lived somewhere, in some hearts imthe olden time: and 
or flashed his ax’s gleam ; which, struggling for utterance, gave birth to this beautiful and mu- 
and zick of Awd gor sical speech, Plain is it that to some true soul im the far off ages of 
a / the Past, these great traths were partially visible at least a glimpse 


of them had been caught—else we had not known that noble and 
the dust-dload rolled brave word, Philanthropy. Let us rejoice in its existenee, and zeok 


seemed the Builder too; to give it a divine second birth in action —[T. B. Thayer. 
Ius the New. Sweet Waters On our return to Pera we stopped at the Sweet 
jo Waters, a delightful place of public resort on the Asiatic side of the 
en ruin of the bad Bosphorus. Here we saw a great many arabas, or carriages of the 
; 2 its country, profusely gilt, filled with women and children, and drawn 
erg o old time by oxen or horves with richly ornamented harness. We caught 
stili 3 w ** — faces among the women, who, for -n 
brows ; t, no doubt, of breathing the air more freely, had loosened the 
ne — yo ye pose pao asmack#s of white muslin which usually envelop their necks and faces, 
Sa hehind s smile.which cheered 7 There was, however, a guard stationed about the spot, to prevent 
Le breaking Day. anything like intrusion. The children were extremely pretty, witk 
_ é dark eyes and hair, aud were handsomely dressed in their own native 
grew the grain on battle-plains, costume, which ia peculiarly pictaresquejand becoming to childhood. 
© led war-mounds grazed the eo; The ladies had coffee and sweetmeats with them in their arabas, 
slave stood forgin * his chains — which they were served by their attendant black female slaves. 
The spade and plow. ides these, there were many family groups enjoying themselves 
3 £ under the treed, seated upon their brizht colored carpets, round the 
ra e ene ai parinaan i bershi ag which their a slippers were ranged in order. There 
7 4 ` were present several Turks of rank, mounted on beautifully 
— 4 the peaceful bay caperisoned Arabians, with boys on ponies; asses for hire, with scar- 
And hills behind let housings; conjurers, venders of fruit lemonade, sherbet, water 
4 b 7 7 , Der, , 
h vine-wreathed cups with wine once red, and sweetmeats. To complete the picture, the shore was lined with 
ights on brimming crystal fell, caiques of the company, aempbled from various parts of the shores 
, from the rivalet’s bed, "i of the Bosphorus, with their gaily-dressedirowers lying on their oars. 
nd mossy well. (Three weeks’ Residence in Constantimeple. 
* ———ñ—ñ —— — 


through prison walls, like Heaven-sent hope, — 
y izes breezes „ 12 An interesting article, entitled “A Religion of Progress,” 
ga - 


from J. K. InGatts, (one of the editors of this paper) is in type, but 
| is unavoidebly, with several other articles, crowded out. It will be 


4 Ie eiven in our next number. 
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„ atni _, __ NATURES DIVINE REVELATIONS, 
N . J. Davis, tho Clairvoyant and Seer. This grand com peud 
NS aye F Obuniversal philosophy, covering the whole range of Physical Science, 
7 pt and containing many new and startling disclosures concerning the 
momentous subjects, is for sale at this office. 
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